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North American map where war was more hideous to look at than any other
spot that could be named. In its close-packed and swarming population
was less food and more scurvy and starvation; less soap and more filth and
lice; less medicine and more gangrene, fever, and sores, than anywhere else
in America.
The bloodiest battle of the war had not taken such a toll of death as Andcr-
sonville from June to September 1864, with its record of 8589 dying. This
reduced the peak population of 32,000 and enlarged the average space of
six square feet per man.
The Southern summer heat was bad for men from the North, and the
Northern zero winter weather not so good for those from the South. Official
statistics ran that twelve of every hundred Confederate prisoners died it the
North, while fifteen died of every hundred Union captives in the South.
Medical men agreed too that the Southern troops were undernourished
because of their own armies* inferior food supply, and therefore less
to disease.
Food was a factor. The Union armies were better fed. Nothing in all tic
letters and communications of Robert E. Lee stood forth more tragically
heroic than his calm and but slighdy emotional statements to President Davis
about the supply wagons going out and coming back with little or nothing.
The inference for Davis was that Lee and his men would not cry nor complain,
they would go on fighting, though they could fight better on less empty
Want and hunger, however, threatened the life arteries of the Confeder-
acy less than its own internal strife. The November              of
Davis to the Confederate Congress spoke desperately of conspiracies^ of
traitors and spies inside their own house. Was there one fatal flaw he
barred from discussing? If each State was sovereign, and sufficient to
authority, how could the central Confederate Government at BJchiaoad
demand or enforce complete loyalty of any State wavering in cluty? The
Confederacy was built on the basic theory that each State could do as it
pleased and the first duty "of any citizen was to be loyal to his State, What
any State capital announced was more important and authoritative to the
people of that State than any prockmations from the Richmond Govern-
ment. This faith in States* Rights as much, as want or military defeat was a
gnawing and devitalizing factor in the Confederacy, giving rise to its Presi-
dent being distressed- over conspiracies, traitors, and spies within their own
house.
Not yet haci there been open secession among the Confederate States of
America, but the temper and tone in which, its Government was challenged
indicated that in peacetime, could it achieve a peace, it would be a loose
league of sovereign States and not a nation.